A message from the Director
I would first just like to say a big THANK YOU to all the staff, families and children for helping me settle into the
Director’s position this year. The support that I have received from everyone has been overwhelming. I know
I have some very big shoes to fill and I hope that I can provide you with just as much care and education,
support, communication and deliverance as Nerrilee has over the past 8 years. It has been a very positive
experience working alongside Nerrilee for this long and I only hope that I can meet your expectations.
Please remember that my door is always open!
Our beautiful Pennant Hills Centre is now up and running and is already at 100% capacity. This experience is
one that has carried many emotions and we appreciate your patience with us in trying to get your children
into West Pennant Hills or Pennant Hills. We are very lucky to have families like yours that are a part of our
Adventures community.
With the start of a brand-new chapter it has seen some of our beloved educators Kayla, Rochelle, Tessa,
Nicole, Nerrilee and our MasterChef Katrina impart their skills and wisdom with new children, educators and
families. As much as they are all truly missed it has brought some new and exciting opportunities to existing
educators who have taken on their rolls with professionalism and ease.
With these changes we have also been able to welcome some new faces to our team, Natasha who will
be working in the Discoverers Room and studying her Certificate III as well as Bronte who will be working in
the Explorers’ Room also studying her Certificate III. We welcome you both and wish you all the very best in
your studies.
It’s not an easy job preparing food for 60 children a day catering for allergies, dietary requirements and
fussy eaters, however we are grateful to have found Sue, our new fantastic cook. Sue has slipped
comfortably into Katrina’s shoes (with lots of ongoing support and advice from the Pennant Hills kitchen).
We warmly welcome Sue to the Adventures team.
As the year is quickly drawing to a close we are finalising our last reports, practicing for our Christmas
Concerts, decorating our rooms, making lasting memories with the children and enjoying the festive season.
Over the next month or so we will be preparing and planning for a brand new and exciting year ahead…

From all the educators we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
We would also like to wish all our Navigator children and families who are embarking on a new and exciting
adventure next year the very best. We know that your children are more than ready for this milestone.

Jess

Diary Dates
22nd November- Discoverers Christmas Party
23rd November- Explorers’ Christmas Concert
29th November- Preschool Christmas Concert
22nd December- Last Day Adventures is operating in 2017
8th January- Adventures first day back in 2018

2018 Fee Structure

0-3yrs $127 a day
3-5yrs $107 a day
CCB and CCR are being replaced with one Child Care Subsidy (CCS). Keep an eye
out for information on the new CCS scheme due to commence in July 2018.

CHANGING YOUR DETAILS or
ADDING AN AUTHORISED CONTACT
Are you changing jobs, moving house, changing phone number/s (including home, work
and mobile) or email address/es?
Please make sure your details are up to date so we can contact you with important
information or when your child needs you.
Please make sure you email the centre with the new details.
Adding an authorised person for pick-ups and other authorisations? Please see Jess
and complete an Authorised Contact Form.

Discoverers

Never smile at a crocodile,
no, you can’t get friendly with a crocodile.
Don’t be taken in by his welcome grin,
he’s imagining how well you’d fit within his skin!

Explorers

For brave hunters and bear-lovers, the classic
chant-aloud by Michael Rosen and Helen
Oxenbury.Follow and join in the family's
excitement as they wade through the grass,
splash through the river and squelch through
the mud in search of a bear. What a surprise
awaits them in the cave on the other side of the
dark forest!

In the jungle the mighty jungle,
The lion sleeps tonight
Hush my darling, don’t fear my darling,
The lion sleeps tonight...
The witch and her cat fly happily over forests,
rivers and mountains on their broomstick until a
stormy wind blows away the witch's hat, bow
and wand. Luckily, they are retrieved by a dog,
a bird and a frog, who are all keen for a ride on
the broom. It's a case of the more, the merrier,
but the broomstick isn't used to such a heavy
load and it's not long before. SNAP! It breaks in
two! And with a greedy dragon looking for a
snack, the witch's animal pals better think fast.

Investigators

Giraffes Can't Dance is a touching tale of Gerald
the giraffe, who wants nothing more than to
dance. With crooked knees and thin legs, it's
harder for a giraffe than you would think. Gerald
is finally able to dance to his own tune when he
gets some encouraging words from an unlikely
friend.

A beautifully illustrated tale of a Venetian
masked ball, and a mouse who slips in
uninvited—how will the feline guests react to the
intruder? ...

Navigators

"Bear is here...and here is Flea (but Flea's a little
small to see). This is Flea about to bite, but not
because he's impolite. He's biting bear to say,
'Hello!', biting high and biting low." There is just
one creature bothering Bear: a persistent flea.
Bear tries to get away, but Flea just won't leave
him alone. When Bear finally gets rid of Flea, he
finds that he misses him - and a new friendship is
born.

It's Splat's first day of school and he's worried.
What if he doesn't make any new friends? Just in
case, Splat decides to bring along his pet mouse,
Seymour, and hides him in his lunchbox. The
teacher, Mrs. Wimpydimple, introduces Splat to
the class and he soon starts learning all his
important cat lessons. But when Seymour
escapes and the cats do what cats do (they
chase mice!), Splat's worried again. Maybe now
he'll lose all his friends, old and new! Just in time,
wise Mrs. Wimpydimple takes charge and
teaches everyone an important new lesson.
Maybe Cat School is going to be okay after all!

Flat the cat

Katrina & Sue’s Favourite Recipe
Salmon & Asparagus Pasta
Ingredients
6 bunches of Asparagus (finely sliced)
6x 180g tins pink salmon boneless and
skinless
3x 600ml thickened cream
4x 180g tins of corn
2 Brown onions (finely chopped)
1.5kg wholemeal pasta
1tbsp crushed garlic
Lemon Juice
Dried Dill
Salt and Pepper

Method
1. Cook Pasta
2. Bring cream, salt and pepper, onion & garlic to a boil
3. Add asparagus, corn and drained salmon
4. Add lemon juice and dried dill
5. Stir through pasta when ready to serve

Congratulations & Welcome
Congratulations to:
Rebecca, Peter, Isabelle & Sebastian on the birth of

Welcome
West Pennant Hills

your beautiful baby boy Alfie.

•

Sue (Kitchen)

Laura, Mark & Mila on the birth of your beautiful

•

Natasha (Discoverers)

•

Bronte (Explorers)

•

Maddie (Various)

baby girl Lyla.

We hope you all enjoy your time with
the Adventures family and we all look
forward to working with you and
getting to know you.

Study News!
Congratualtions to Ana
on the completetion of your Certificate III.
We are all very proud of your efforts!
Well Done!

Goodbye & Goodluck
It is with sad hearts that we say goodbye and
goodluck to Marion and Jaspreeta.
Marion is persuing her passion and going on to work
with Special Needs children. Jaspreeta will be
working with K-6 children in 2018. We wish Marion
and Jaspreeta all the best in their future endevaours
and we have thoroughly enjoyed working with them.

Congratulations
Rochelle & Chris
Saturday 7th October 2017 was a magical day for
a wonderful couple!

Mr & Mrs Koort

SAFE Book Series Training
On November 8th both West Pennant Hills and Pennant hills educators participated in a SAFE Book Series training inservice with an Office of the Children’s Guardian (OCG) representative. The series has been developed as a tool for
child-related workers who want to introduce the concept of personal safety in a non-confrontational way to children
under the age of six.
Each book is used as a way of teaching children about what is referred to as Protective Behaviours, that is,
behaviours that will help keep them safe from harm or abuse. It also helps children understand their emotions,
particularly when they feel sad, scared or upset. By using the SAFE series adults can help children develop the ability
to communicate when they feel safe or unsafe.
How Have We Been Using the SAFE Series Program:
Participation in excursions has seen the children applying their understandings of safe and
unsafe behaviours and spaces. Using the first book in the series ‘Sam the Safe Explorer’ the
children have explored strategies to help make them feel safe and the importance of staying
close to your safe network (i.e. mum or dad) when out in the community.

The Navigators and Investigators during small groups discussions have also encouraged the
children to develop an understanding of body awareness and parts of the body that are
private. Using this book the children have also explored the notion of creating a safe network
of 5 people who they feel comfortable to talk to if they ever feel unsafe or hurt. This book
also reinforces the right for children to say ‘No’ and that it’s okay to say ‘No’.

The preschool children have been engaged in various experiences that have encouraged
them to create a network of 5 people who they trust and are comfortable to talk to if they
ever feel unsafe. The third book in the series ‘Fiona Finds Five Heroes’ has helped the
children to think about 5 people they know and trust to talk to. The children have drawn,
spoken about and begun to identify their 5 heroes. Some have had Mum, Dad, Siblings, Police
Officers and Teachers.

The Navigators and Investigators have also explored various feelings using the SAFE Series
Program. The final book in the series ‘Eve Listens to Her Feelings’ looks at how bottling up
feelings can often make you feel worse. During small group discussions the children have
explored ways to express certain feelings appropriately and strategies to help them calm
down or feel better when they may be experiencing distress or anger.

If you have any questions regarding the implementation of the SAFE Series, please talk to Jess.
For more information go to http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/safe-series OR
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/784/SAFE_Parentinformation.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y
NB: The OCG ‘SAFE Series’ is not connected to the Safe Schools Program.

Discoverers
What a busy few months we’ve had in the
Discoverers’ Room. It’s been amazing to watch the
children as they are developing their skills. We
have seen lots of milestones being achieved over
the last few months. Some of our babies are now
walking and some have begun to crawl. We will
continue to encourage and praise the children as
they make these new developments.
Our toddler group of children have shown a huge
development in their language skills. We have been focussing on
exposing the children to basic words that may be familiar to them
such as the names of friends, family and educators, animal names
and sounds, and familiar objects.
Learning Outcome 5 - Children are effective communicators
EYLF Practice – Responsiveness to children
The children have been enjoying group times and are now able to
concentrate for longer periods of time, which has helped us to
add more things to our group sessions. The children have
particularly enjoyed listening to our audio books, particularly
‘Never Smile at a Crocodile’ and ‘The Lion Sleeps tonight’. The
children have been singing along and performing their own
actions to the music. The children are becoming familiar with
repetition, calling out the word or phrase at the end of each page.
The children have responded well to
our 18 months + part of the program.
They have enjoyed challenging
themselves outside in the big playground and have enthusiastically engaged
with the older children, watching with amazement and curiosity. We will
continue to do this as much as possible during the remainder of the year to
assist with transitions for next year for those that are heading.
Learning Outcome 4 – Children are develop a range of dispositions for
learning
EYLF Practice – Learning through play
During the term we have celebrated several cultural and community such as;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Daffodil Day – supporting Cancer Council
Book week – dressing up as or bringing in your favourite book
Jersey Day – raising awareness for organ donation
Father’s Day – celebrating the special men in our lives
Grandparents Day – celebrating our Grandparents
Halloween – participating in local community events
Melbourne Cup – making connections between environments

These experiences provide the children opportunities to begin to recognise that they have the right to
belong to many communities, as well as broadening their understanding of the world around them. It
encourages the children to explore diversity, culture, heritage, background and traditions and that diversity

presents opportunities for choice and new understanding. To celebrate these events and occasions the
children created many unique pieces of artwork using paints, collage materials and we even partnered
with members of the community, as well as dressing up.
The children showed their happiness through smiles and giggles, proudly showing off
their classrooms to their parents and grandparents during our special morning teas
and encouraged partnerships with our families.
Learning Outcome 2 – Children respond to diversity with respect
EYLF Principles – Partnerships
EYLF Practice – Cultural Competence
With Christmas just around the corner we have been exploring many creative
elements to decorate our room. We have also provided a range of experiences
such as Christmas books as well as music and movement. The children have used
a range of methods to creative varying artworks such as finger painting, hand
painting as well as feet painting. Most of the children thoroughly enjoy any
painting or messy play experiences and are often back to repeat experiences.

Learning Outcome 3 - Children become strong in their social and emotional wellbeing
EYLF Practice - Learning Environments
EYLF Principle – Ongoing learning and reflective practice
It has been lovely to watch the children’s ability progress and strengthening this year, with their skills and
confidence increasing immensely. They have truly blossomed into unique and competent individuals and
we look forward to watching their growth over the coming years through their time with Adventures.
On behalf of all the educators in the Discoverers’ room, we would like to thank you for an amazing year. We
have thoroughly enjoyed every moment with your child and it’s been a pleasure to care for them in your
absence. We look forward to ongoing partnerships for those children remaining with us for 2018, and wish
our children moving up to the Toddler room all the best with their learning.

Explorers
Term three has been wonderfully busy for the Explorers and an utter
pleasure for educators. The children have all met their milestones and
have made beautiful and reciprocal relationships with both their peers
and educators. All the children are familiar with daily routines and look
forward to what educators have planned each day. Educators have
also developed strong and respectful relationships with each child’s
family. Communication has been awesome between the two, and
we hope to continue this throughout the new year.
EYLF Learning Outcome 1 - Children feel safe, secure, and supported
EYLF Practice - Intentional teaching; Responsiveness to children
EYLF Principle – Partnerships

Our focus for the third term of the year has been to extend on each
individual child’s existing skills. This included assisting the children to gain
confidence, communicate effectively and use verbal language to
achieve that effective communication. We also focused the Explorers
physical and cognitive development as well as their self-help skills.
Educators have been setting out programs each week to develop fine
and gross motor skills, literacy, numeracy,
sensory, and social skills also.
After working hard to improve the quality of learning here at Adventures,
Educators found STEM to be affective in educating the children about
science and mathematics. The children enjoy partaking in STEM
experiences each week and look forward to the end result at the end of
each experience.
Daffodil Day was celebrated on the 26th of August to help raise awareness
towards research for cancer. The Explorers did their part by coming to school
dressed up in something yellow and purchasing a pen or a badge. The funds
that were raised were then sent off to the cancer council to show our support.
On the day, the children engaged in craft experiences, where they used crape
paper to decorate their own daffodils. Educators discussed the meaning behind
daffodil day with the children, explaining to them that wearing yellow helps the
sick people in hospital feel better and makes them
smile. ☺
We celebrated Book Week by inviting both children and staff to come
to school, dressed as their favourite book character for the week! Each
day our Explorers came to school as something different. We had some
come as Little Miss Chatterbox and Mr Bump and others come as super
heroes, cars, or Disney princesses. Educators made a team effort,
dressing up as the Wizard of OZ, Where’s Wally and The Three Little Pigs.
The children had a fantastic time dressing up and getting to see their educators dressed up also.

Jersey Day was celebrated on the 1st of September
to commemorate one of our family members and
to raise awareness for the ‘Donate Life Foundation’.
This organisation was created to encourage
people to donate their organs to save the lives of
others. We celebrated Jersey Day by hosting a
morning tea for the children. Everybody came to
school wearing their favourite sports Jersey as well
as being accompanied by Parramatta Eels Legends,
Nathan Cayless and Luke Burt. Nathan and Luke spoke to the children about
where their organs are and what they do, followed by playing a number of
ball games with the children. With the importance of the ‘Nathan Gremmo
Foundation’ we also had the support of Ray Hadley from 2GB who made a
tribute to our family’s story and how the Parramatta Eels have come onboard
to support the local community. We have left it up to parents to discuss organ
donation with your families as there are many cultures and religions within our
service we wish to respect.
Father’s Day was recently celebrated also. The Explorers invited their dads
to come to school for an afternoon tea, where they could enjoy some
beautiful food, supplied by our chef Katrina, and engage in some activities
with their children. Our explorers took their dads inside for some building and
construction and some playdough followed by some painting outside with
the preschool aged children. A big thank you to all the dads who attended
and made this day special for our Explorers.
On the 25th of October, the Explorer’s celebrated Grandparents Day, a
day where Grandparent’s joined us for a lovely ‘High Tea’ style morning
tea. They got to show their grandparent’s around their classroom, engage
in a range of craft experiences and enjoy the delicious foods provided.
We thank all the grandparents who attended and made this day special
for our Explorers.

Halloween was our most recent celebration, a celebration where every
single child came to school dressed up! The children got to see their
educators get creative with their costumes also. In the leadup to
Halloween, the Explorers worked on a number of different arts and crafts
to decorate their classroom and make it “spooky”.
The children carved pumpkins and decorated
them by melting crayons with a hair drier and
watching as the coloured dripped down the side
of the pumpkin. This experience also links to our STEM curriculum. They all
had loads of fun coming to school dressed up, so thank you to all the parents
for outing in the effort and making Halloween fun for everyone!
EYLF Learning Outcome 2 - Children are connected with and contribute to their world
EYLF Practice – Cultural competence
EYLF Principle – Respect for diversity

The children have been very busy this term, focusing on two very
significant topics. The first was ‘Spring’. Throughout this topic, the
Explorers learnt about and discussed the different seasons and what
each season brings with it. They read a number of stories, including
‘I’m a leaf’ – a story about the life cycle of a leaf throughout all four
seasons and its importance to different creatures, such as spiders,
caterpillars and possums. They also read ‘Oliver’s Garden’ and
‘Oliver’s Fruit Salad’, a book series focusing on the growth and
importance fruits and vegetables have. Each day, the Explorer’s
would discuss the weather outside before going on to engage in a range of activities revolving
around our topic. They created a beautiful hanging garden, leaf paintings, flowers and butterflies.
The classroom was filled with bright colours and beautiful craft. To extend the children’s knowledge
and to remain sustainable, Taylan had the children assist him with
tearing up our garden beds and replanting a number of new flowers,
herbs and vegetables! They helped spread out the seeds and water
them each day until they grew into wonderful and colourful flowers.
We also had visits from different animals, including ducklings, cats and
baby lambs. The children enjoyed this topic, as they remained
engaged throughout the duration of this topic.
In preparation for 2018, the Explorers
have been transitioning up to the preschool room. Each day,
educators take a group of 5-10 children upstairs to engage with
the preschool educators and older children. These transitions help
to prepare our Explorers socially
and emotionally for the new year.
They get to spend time with
educators
and engage
in
preschool activities to keep them
excited for the new year.
Throughout these transitions, the
children have been fantastic. They
follow instructions extremely well and
engage verbally and non-verbally with both educators and peers.
The next theme the children will be focusing on is Christmas. They will
be reading a number of stories, listening to Christmas carols, engaging
in craft experiences and practicing for their upcoming Christmas
Concert! On behalf of the Explorers Team, we would like to thank each, and every family for being
a part of our family and making this year memorable. It has been a pleasure building strong
relationships with all the children and we look forward to what next year holds!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
EYLF Learning Outcome 4 - Children are confident and involved learners
EYLF Learning Outcome 5 – Children are effective communicators
EYLF Practice – Responsiveness to children, Learning through play, Intentional teaching
EYLF Principle – High expectations and equity, Ongoing learning, and reflective practice

Investigators & Navigators
The Investigators and Navigators have seen the last term fly by with the knowledge that Christmas is fast
approaching. The children have continued to build and strengthen their relationships with not only their
preschool peers but also those in the Explorer and Discoverer rooms. The Investigators have embraced the
younger children remaining accessible to them at times of sadness, frustration or stress and offering support and
comfort. They have been helping them in everyday activities during their transition times as well as during
outside play; including showing them how to use the taps, where their lockers are and explaining different
routines of the day. The Investigators and Navigators in turn have also been offered new responsibilities within
the room to build on their sense of agency and independence ready for when they transition to the Navigators
room and Kindergarten next year.
EYLF, Learning Outcome 1- Children establish and maintain respectful, trusting relationships with other children and educators.
EYLF, Learning Outcome 1- Children sense and respond to a feeling of belonging.
EYLF, Principle - Secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships.
EYLF Practice- Intentional Teaching; Responsiveness to children

Cultural and Special Events
At Adventures we celebrate a variety of mainstream cultural events but also value the variety of cultures that our
families bring to the service. Educators enable the children to celebrate the benefits of diversity by developing an
understanding and honouring the differences between cultures. It also presents the children with opportunities
for choices and new understandings about the community and world that surrounds them. Over the past few
months the children have celebrated cultural events and have enjoyed some special events that have
strengthened their community involvement. These events have included Science Week, Daffodil Day, National
Literacy and Numeracy Week, Jersey Day, Father’s Day, Grandparents Day, Diwali and Halloween.
For Science Week the children engaged in a number of science experiments building
upon their scientific inquiry, fine motor and cognitive skills. The Investigators enjoyed
making colour fizz with bicarbonate soda and coloured vinegar with pipettes,
discovering if oil mixes with water as they made a lava lamp, making a tea bag fly like a
rocket and creating slime.
To support Daffodil Day, the
yellow to preschool. We read a story called ‘That’s Not My
which is about a child called Tom who believes that the
that it’s not a Daffodil. Soon enough the blub blossoms
on the role of gardener and cares for the Daffodil. This
see what a Daffodil is and gain an understanding of a
promise of the flower from the bulb.

children were invited to wear
Daffodil’ by Elizabeth Honey
bulb looks like an onion and
into a Daffodil and Tom takes
book allowed the children to
growing friendship and the

For National Literacy and Numeracy
Week the children and their
educators dressed up as their favourite book characters. It was a fun filled week full of laughs
and exploration of literacy and numeracy concepts embedded into all of our activities. We read
many stories and engaged in STEM and Munch and Move experiences linking to our favourite
books. We even had a dance party and had our faces painted.
To show our support for Jersey Day we prepared a special morning
to commemorate one of our family members and raise awareness of
the importance of organ donation for ‘Donate Life’. The children were invited to wear
their favourite sport teams’ jersey to Preschool and were accompanied by Parramatta
Eels greats, Nathan Cayless and Luke Burt who discussed the importance of organs in
our body and played a number of ball games with the children.

For Father’s Day the children planned some special activities for their dads and
granddads to enjoy during their visit to Preschool. Our dads and granddads were
invited to make a handprint craft, play with play dough, do some dancing and
decorate biscuits with their children. Our Preschoolers loved
showing their family members all of the fun things they do at
preschool and shared what they love about their dads on a wall
full of the children’s quotes.
The Investigators were involved in Diwali (Hindu Light Festival) celebrations to show
their appreciation of other cultures traditions and beliefs. The children were told of
Jaspreeta’s family traditions including traditional food they eat and the candles they light
around their home. The children then created their own candles and lanterns over the week
to decorate the Preschool room and their outdoor environment.
To celebrate Grandparents Day our Grandparents were invited to enjoy a special
morning tea at Adventures. It was lovely to see the
amount of family support and wonderful people
these children have in their lives. It was such a
special morning, where they got to spend time with
their Grandparents. There was lots of excitement as
the children waited, recognised and acknowledged
their family members with big hugs and kisses as
they arrived. This was a wonderful way for the
children to learn about diversity in family life and create a better sense of identity, as they engaged in social
interactions with the community.
On Halloween the children loved coming to preschool in their
different costumes. There were lots of scary ones this year
which displayed the children’s increasing ability to cope with
fear and the unexpected and understand the different between
fantasy and reality. The children stayed in character all day.
Superheroes saved peers from the witches and ghosts. They got
creative and designed their own monster cups and used rolls of
cardboard to paint spider designs on paper.
EYLF Learning Outcome 2 - Children are connected with and contribute to their world
EYLF Practice – Cultural competence
EYLF Principle – Respect for diversity

Literacy
This term during shared literacy, the Investigators have been learning about the concepts of a spoken and
written word as well as further developed their knowledge of counting syllables in words. They were able to
confidently clap out how many syllables they have in their names. They picked out their favourite words from
one of their stories ‘Giraffes can’t dance.’ Some of these words included tango, jungle, Gerald, music, amazing
and dancing which they were able to successfully clap out the number of syllables that were in these words. The
Investigators also started to identify the beginning letter sounds of words that they hear in their everyday
environment. This interest and curiosity they displayed with what words start with what letters that they started
to focus on specific letters. One letter that the Investigators explored was the letter m. They listened to the
story ‘Marcello mouse and the masked ball’ which had lots of words beginning with the letter m. The children
were able to identify many words from this story that started with the letter m such as Marcello, mouse,
midnight, masked and mat. They also identified other words beginning with m such as mum, map and Maybelle.
During this term the Navigators have also positively developed their literacy understandings. They have engaged
in many fun interactive experiences which developed their ability to identify a letter that a variety of words begin
with. These experiences included picking pictures from the board and putting the picture under the letter it
begins with. They have also developed their ability to sound out words with three letters sounds in them. They

have loved having three letter words written on the board and they each have a turn at coming up and sounding
out the word. Some of the Navigators have even started to write these words onto the drawings that they have
created such as mat.
At the end of each shared reading experience the children have engaged in critical literacy where they have
analysed the books they have been reading together. They have discussed what message the book is trying to
tell them and why the author might have written the book. They also discussed the different books they read
and why it was important to read these books. This highlights how the children have become such confident
literacy users and learners which is building a strong foundation for their literacy learning.
EYLF, Learning Outcome 5- Children view and listen to printed, visual and multimedia texts and respond with relevant gestures, actions, comments/ and or
questions
EYLF, Learning Outcome 5- Children take on the role of literacy users in their play.
EYLF, Learning Outcome 5- Children begin to understand key literacy concepts and processes such as sounds of language, letter-sound relationships, concepts of
print and the ways that texts are structured.
EYLF, Practice- Intentional Teaching and Learning Environments.
DET Literacy Continuum- Cluster 2-Phonemic awareness

Numeracy
During this term the Investigators and Navigators have built on their ability to sort a variety of objects into
different groups based on attributes such as size, colour, weight, shape and numbers. They have engaged in
games including being given cotton balls of different sizes and encouraged to sort these balls into size order,
match coloured items from around the room and sort the sizes of different animals by placing them into
matching groups. They have also played circle games where they had to pick a card with a picture on it and put it
into a group based on whether it was a shape or number. They have also loved engaging with maps this term.
The children have loved looking at various maps especially the maps of the preschool and its surrounding areas.
The children discussed the directions of north, east, south and west and started to get an understanding of
where these directions were on a compass. The children loved creating their own maps of the preschool room
where they told their educators to draw all the places in the preschool room. They were able to successfully
design a birds-eye view map of the preschool on the whiteboard with their teachers. Some of the children even
created a birds-eye view map of the outdoor preschool environment with their teachers. These mapping
experiences allowed the children to further build on their spatial understandings.
EYLF Learning Outcome- 3 Recognise the contributions they make to shared projects and experiences
EYLF Learning Outcome- 4 Create and use representation to organise, record and communicate mathematical ideas and concepts
EYLF Practices- Responsiveness to children
EYLF Principles- secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships
Adventures Numeracy Curriculum: Chapter 3 Patterns (Ordering and Patterning)

STEM:
The children have developed a love for science experiments and engineering
as they extend their mathematical learning to explore new and exciting areas
of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. These experiences are
driven by intentional teaching methods while aiming to extend upon the
children’s interests. The Investigators and Navigators have shown
enthusiasm as they have approached all challenges with confidence and are
always eager to participate and determined to complete a challenge, persisting even
when their first attempt may not be successful. Through these experiences the children
have showed their ability to take on new tasks and make new discoveries.

Many of our experiences have been based upon the children’s interest and are used to investigate questions the
children pose to their educators. These have included how do cars move? How do
rocket ships fly? Where do birds live? And how do we make fluffy slime? The children
have been encouraged to question their surroundings and inquire how to solve
problems using science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
EYLF Learning Outcome 4 - Children develop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, inquiry, experimentation, hypothesising, researching and
investigation.
EYLF Learning Outcome 4- Children resource their own learning, through connecting with people, place, technologies and natural materials.
EYLF, Practice- Intentional Teaching and Learning Environments.

Community Involvement
The Investigators and Navigators have had lots of involvement with the local
community towards the end of the year. The older children particularly enjoyed
going on our Literacy visits to West Pennant Hills Public School as they got to
experience a ‘big school classroom’ before commencing Kindergarten. The
Navigators and some older Investigators shared their excitement with their
peers, families and educators telling them all about their ‘buddies’ at school
who helped them to read stories and participate in a
number of activities. Throughout these excursions the children participated in road safety
awareness to increase their knowledge of protective behaviours aimed to keep them safe.
The Preschool room was also visited by Sarah from Smart Dental West Pennant Hills to
have a talk about the importance of looking after our teeth.
The children enjoyed listening attentively as Sarah spoke
about healthy and unhealthy foods, how many times to
brush your teeth a day and how to brush all the food from your teeth. The children
all found the experience relatable and shared their personal experiences of
brushing their teeth and visits to the dentist. The children were then given a special
gift bag to take home to remind them of the importance of dental health and hygiene.
EYLF Leaning Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world
EYLF Learning Outcome 4- Children are confident and involved learners.
EYLF Practices- Learning Environments

House Keeping:
•
•
•

Please ensure your child brings their hat and water bottle each day they come to preschool.
All items of belongings are labelled.
The Preschool Christmas Concert and Navigators Graduation will be held on Wednesday November 29th 2017.

All of the Preschool educators would like to thank the Investigators, Navigators and their families for an
amazing and fun filled 2017! We hope that you have a safe and enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Warmest wishes,
Lisa, Des, Jas, Vanessa and Ana xx

Community and Cultural Events

-Jersey DayThe Hills rallies behind Jersey Day
THE Hills got into the spirit of Jersey Day to help raise awareness around organ donation.
Jersey Day was founded by the Gremmo family of Glenhaven to encourage families to talk about donating their
organs and discuss with relatives their wishes once they have passed away.
The Gremmo’s lost their son and brother Nathan when he was killed in an accident in 2015 aged 13.
Before his death, Nathan had spoken passionately about organ donation, and his family donated his organs
and helped save the lives of six people.
Businesses and schools got behind the cause, including childcare centre Adventures Preschool in West Pennant Hills.
Jersey Day is significant to Adventures as the father of one of the children has saved lives through organ donation.
Peter Beaumont, who died after being hit by a minibus in 2016, saved five lives after his donating organs.
The centre’s children wore the jerseys of their favourite NRL, AFL, rugby union and basketball teams.
Parramatta Eels greats Nathan Cayless and Luke Burt joined in the fun too, participating in a variety of games with
children.
Cayless, whose children go to Adventures Preschool and is friends with the Gremmo family, said it was great to see
people of all ages embrace Jersey Day.
“It is a great opportunity to raise awareness about the importance of organ donation,” he said.
“Nathan [Gremmo] donated a lot of his organs and that helped save lives.
“It is great to see the kids here having fun and wearing their jerseys.”
Adventures owner Nerrilee Lysaght said the children had a great time with Cayless and Burt.
She thanked staff members Myri Vyronos and Jessica Williams for organising the Jersey Day activities.
“Today is more about celebrating Stephanie’s dad’s life without going into too much detail,” Ms Lysaght said.
“But it is good to get families talking about donating organs in the event of an accident.”
For more information about organ donation, visit donatelife.org.au.

